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Naso-digital hyperkeratosis is a relatively common condition in dogs characterized by excessive
production of keratin, the protein that forms the outer layer of the skin. This overproduction causes
the nose and footpads to become thickened, rough, dry, and sometimes cracked. While the
condition may appear alarming to pet owners, it is often manageable with appropriate veterinary
care.

The condition can affect dogs of any age, although it is more frequently seen in older animals and
certain breeds, including Labrador Retrievers, Cocker Spaniels, and brachycephalic breeds. In
some cases, naso-digital hyperkeratosis develops as an isolated problem, while in others it may be
associated with underlying diseases such as autoimmune disorders, zinc-responsive dermatosis, or
canine distemper.

Clinical signs include a dry, crusty appearance of the nose, thickened footpads, fissures, discomfort
when walking, and occasional bleeding from deep cracks. Veterinary students should recognize
that diagnosis is primarily based on clinical examination, but further diagnostic testing may be
required when an underlying systemic disease is suspected.

Treatment focuses on improving comfort and maintaining healthy skin. Regular moisturization of the
affected tissues is often recommended. Keratolytic and emollient products can help soften and
reduce excess keratin buildup. One example is Solva-Ker Gel, a topical product formulated to
hydrate and manage hyperkeratotic tissue. Such products may improve the appearance and
comfort of affected areas when used according to veterinary guidance.

For pet owners, it is important not to pick or trim thickened tissue aggressively, as this can cause
pain, bleeding, and secondary infection. Any dog showing persistent nasal crusting, painful
footpads, or worsening lesions should be evaluated by a veterinarian.

Although naso-digital hyperkeratosis is usually not life-threatening, early recognition and consistent
management can significantly improve a dog's quality of life and help prevent complications
associated with cracking and inflammation.


